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Book tells story of when town was centre of little-world world
A BOOK has been published
detailing the “most wonderful
show of the 18th century” and
its surprising roots in Waltham
Abbey.
In 1733 a man named Henry
Bridges unveiled a giant fourtiered machine in the town.
Known as his Microcosm or
Little World, the painstakingly
put together contraption made
use of the finest clockwork,
sculpting and woodcarving of
the time.
Different parts of the machine
moved separately from one
another, depicting musical
scenes and tales from ancient
Greek literature.
Barb Drummond, a self-taught
historian based in Cardiff,
stumbled upon the story when
she was researching Bristol

Bridge.
Henry’s son James was the
driving force behind the
project and said his father
had taught him everything he
knew.
Ms Drummond’s book not
only follows the story of the
Little World, but inventors
from across Europe who were
pushing the boundaries of
the day’s technology to create
weird and wacky shows for
the public.
The book’s central mystery
is not wildfowl however, but
how and why Waltham Abbey
became the centre of miniworld building.
Ms Drummond said: “There
was something strange
happening in Waltham
Abbey.”

MAGIC MACHINE: Barb Drummond with Waltham Abbey Church vicar the Rev Peter
Smith and (inset) Henry Bridges’ Microcosm or Little World

Land sale leaves community
bus and new school in doubt
Stalled development would have paid £3 million towards affordable housing
By Milo Boyd

milo.boyd@newsquest.co.uk

QUESTION marks hang over
a £5 million school rebuild
and a free community bus
amid doubts about the development that was supposed to
help fund them.
In September 2015, green
belt land at the corner of
the High Road and Vicarage
Road in Chigwell was bought
for £180,000 by Antilla Holdings, a development company
located in the British Virgin
Islands.
In the same month REAch2
academy chain took over
Chigwell Primary School,
claiming the land on a 100year lease from Essex County
Council for no cost.

IN QUESTION: The site in
Chigwell
Two months later REAch2
and housebuilders Argall
Properties submitted a planning application to Epping

Forest District Council to
build 32 homes on Antilla’s
land, pledging to rebuild the
school and promising £2 million for affordable housing
and £800,000 to Chigwell Parish Council for the running
of a community bus.
It was approved, as was
a second application a year
later to build 27 more homes
along with an alternative
pledge to pay a further £1 million for affordable housing.
On June 4, the land was
sold to Coral Properties for
£18 million, leading the original developer to sever ties
with the project.
With building yet to begin
and Coral indicating “changes to both the scope and the
value of the investment”, it

Could Jessel Green be saved?
QUESTIONS
a
planning inspector intends
to ask the council about
its Local Plan has given
supporters of a field earmarked for housing hope
it could be saved.
In February and March
next year Louise Phillips
will scrutinise Epping
Forest District Council’s
10 year, 11,400 home plan
for the area.
In a list of the 16 matters she deems most important in determining
whether the Local Plan
is considered sound, the
inspector has raised several about Jessel Green.
Many of them echo the
points argued by campaigners who have fought
hard to save the Debden
field and stop 154 homes
from being built in its
place.
As well as asking

SAVE OUR GREEN: Town Mayor Stephen Murray
at Jessel Green Community Fun Day
whether its destruction
is justified, Ms Phillips
asks whether the appearance of the area would be
worse with it gone and
if the town would have
enough open space without it.
Cllr Stephen Murray,

Mayor of Loughton, said:
“ I am absolutely delighted by the questions that
the inspector intends
considering and strongly
feel that they all should
lead to the deletion of
Jessel Green from our local plan.”

is unclear whether the houses will be built, if the school
will receive £5 million and
where the £800,000 for the
parish council’s bus will
come from.
A
spokesperson
for
REAch2 said: “As we have
said before, we share parents’
ongoing frustrations about
the delays to work at Chigwell Primary Academy.
“The original developer
backed out of the project before the summer holidays,
and the new developer committed to taking forward the
original scheme as planned,
but has subsequently indicated some changes.
“These are unacceptable to
us, and we are in discussions
to ensure that the refurbish-

ment goes ahead.”
The parish council faces
similar uncertainty.
In September it started
running two community
minibuses around the town.
The buses cost £120,000 and a
further £97,500 a year to run.
While £150,000 has been received so far from the Grange
Farm Camping and Sports
Centre and Luxborough Lane
developments, significantly
more is needed to keep the
bus going.
In April Cllr Richard Alvin,
vice-chairman of Chigwell’s
neighbourhood plan group,
said the bus was not “going
to cost the taxpayer a thing”.
The Guardian was unable
to contact Argall Properties
and Antilla Holdings.
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Thieves try to
blast cash point
out of bank wall
TWO men tried to steal an
ATM machine by using gas
to create an explosion in the
early hours of the morning.
The cashpoint at Santander
building society in Epping
High Street was targeted on
Friday at around 3.30am.
Essex Police have set up a
cordon around the ATM and
say they do not believe there
is any danger to the public.
No one was injured in the
incident and it is not clear if
anything has been taken.
Anyone who saw anything
suspicious or who has CCTV
or dash cam footage is asked
to call police on 101 or call
Crimestoppers anonymously
on 0800 555 111.

Suspected burglar
A 20-YEAR-OLD man from
Loughton has been arrested
on suspicion of burglary and
possessing drugs after police
stopped a stolen car.
Officers from Epping Forest
community safety team on
a targeted burglary patrol
signalled to a Volkswagen
Golf to stop in Epping New
Road, Buckhurst Hill, on
Thursday, November 29.
The car had been stolen
during a burglary in north
London in October.

Bid to save library
NORTH Weald Bassett Parish
Council has proposed a
campaign to save the village’s
library.
At a meeting on Monday
councillors suggested putting
up posters, holding public
meetings and launching a
social media campaign to
raise awareness about the
possible closure of the library,
which also houses the council
offices.
The council will consider
allocating budget to the coordination of a campaign at
its next meeting.

